
Welcome back!  I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving holiday.  As always please ask 
questions or comment at any time.  

Last time we had a discussion about the East Gate.  The gate was destroyed in 70 A.D. 
along with the Temple, as Jesus predicted. Sometime in the sixth or seventh century, 
the Byzantines rebuilt the Eastern Gate.   In 1541 the gate was closed during the reign 
of Suleiman I.  Legends say that the Muslims closed the gate, because they were aware 
that Jewish tradition states the Messiah will enter through the East Gate.  They also 
placed a Muslim cemetery in front of the gate since they believed that a devout Jew 
would not defile himself by crossing a Muslim cemetery.  

 
 
(next slide) 

1 



Here is the layout of Herod’s Temple.  The green line is Herod’s original compound, and the additional  
area is Herod’s expansion prior to 70 A.D. 

The red circle is where the East Gate was located. 
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Here is a view of the East Gate today.  As you can see it is completely closed, and it has been for over 475 
years. 
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This week we will look at Ezekiel chapters 12 through 14.  This means that we will be 
more than half way through the first 24 chapters, which speak repeatedly of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and God’s wrath on the nation. 

We will see Ezekiel portray the coming exile of those who survive the siege of 
Jerusalem. 

God will tell the exiles that there will be no more delay of God’s wrath. 

We will hear about God’s views of and predictions for the false prophets and 
prophetesses among His people. 

Next we will see how the LORD deals with the faithless elders among the exiles. 

And lastly, we will examine the four severe judgments the LORD is planning for 
Jerusalem. 
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Just as a reminder, Ezekiel is a priest from Jerusalem.  He was taken from Jerusalem to Babylon over 6 
years ago. 

The LORD commissioned Ezekiel in a very dramatic fashion as the LORD’s prophet to the exiles in 
Babylon.  The LORD also made Ezekiel  a watchman to the Jewish exiles, and Ezekiel is compelled to give 
the exiles warning whenever the LORD gives Ezekiel a word for them. 

The last time ,we saw that the LORD took Ezekiel in the spirit to Jerusalem. There, Ezekiel saw the 
abominations that the people were doing.  The LORD showed Ezekiel the people’s idolatry and their 
worship of false gods.  Ezekiel also witnessed the LORD direct an angel to place a mark on the foreheads 
of those the LORD would spare because they sorrowed over the abominations, and the apparent slaying 
of all those who were not marked. 

At the end of Chapter 11 last time, we saw that the LORD promised to restore  the Jewish people and to 
replace their hearts of stone with hearts of flesh.  Then, Ezekiel was returned to his home in Tel-avib 
where he related his visions to the elders.  
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Let’s read chapter 12 of Ezekiel verses 1 – 16.  (Read verses 1-16.) 

Once more the word of the LORD comes to Ezekiel.  We are not told how this occurs, but I assume from the context 
that In Ezekiel’s case it was audible. 

Once again we hear that the Jewish people are a rebellious house.  We also hear something familiar.  The Lord says  
that they have eyes to see, but see not, and they have ears to hear, but hear not.  Jeremiah, Ezekiel’s contemporary 
in Jerusalem, says this same thing in Jeremiah 5:21.  We also find this in Isaiah 6:9. 

However, we have a future example of these words from Jesus in the kingdom parables.  You remember the parable 
of the sower and the four soils.  After Jesus relates the parable, the disciples question Jesus.  Let’s read the account 
in Matthew 13:10-15.  (Read Matthew13:10-15) 

We have to take care not to wind up in the same place as the those that Jesus was speaking of.  We want to make 
certain that we listen to God’s Word, and take it into our hearts, and that we see what the LORD shows us and 
respond.  It is easy to become complacent. 

The people Ezekiel was enacting this for were exiles like himself.  They should have understood that the enactment 
was depicting the exile of those in Jerusalem.  However, they asked Ezekiel what he was doing, and the LORD directs 
Ezekiel to tell them. 

In particular, the enactment was referring to Zedekiah, whom Ezekiel refers to as the Prince.  Ezekiel, who obviously 
accepted Jehoiachin as the true king, always refers to Zedekiah as prince.  Zedekiah sought to escape from Jerusalem 
by disguising himself and sneaking out through the wall.  However, Zedekiah and those with him were caught. 

Ezekiel prophesys that Zedekiah will  go to Babylon, but  Zedekiah will not see Babylon, even though Zedekiah will 
die there.  This prophecy came true.  When Nebuchadnezzar captured Zedekiah while Zedekiah was trying to 
escape, he had Zedekiah’s sons killed in front of Zedekiah, and then Nebuchadnezzar had Zedekiah blinded.  So, 
Zedekiah did go to Babylon, and he died there, but he never saw it.  See 2 Kings 25:4-7 for the story. 

God says that he will scatter Zedekiah’s troops and helpers, and he will send a sword  after them.  The LORD says 
that He will disperse them among the nations as we have discussed before.  The LORD also says that he will spare  a 
few so they can tell the nations of their abominations and so the nations will know that He is the LORD. 
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Let’s read chapter 12 of Ezekiel verses 17 – 28.  (Read verses 17-28.) 

The LORD tells Ezekiel to publicly eat his bread and drink his water with anxiety and quaking.  This is another symbolic enactment.  
It is meant to demonstrate how fearful the people in Jerusalem will be as they wait for their destruction. 

The LORD also states that the land will be stripped and the cities laid waste.  God says that this desolation of the land will show 
that He is the LORD.  

When Samuel Clemens, better known as Mark Twain, toured the Holy Land, he wrote in his book, Innocents Abroad, about how 
desolate and nearly uninhabited the land was.  This was of course much later than the first destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.  
This desolation lasted until the LORD began bringing the Jewish people back in the 1800’s. 

The LORD speaks again to Ezekiel.  This time the LORD takes issue with two proverbs that are in common use among the exiles. 

The first proverb was, “The days grow long, and every vision comes to nothing.”  Apparently, this proverb was popular , and it 
states that the visions of the prophets are not for a long time, and there is nothing to be concerned about.  This was referring not 
only to Ezekiel, but also to Amos, Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah, whose prophecies of destruction were given over a hundred years 
earlier.  However, the LORD said that that proverb would cease.  God declares that there would be an end to all false visions  and 
flattering prophecies.  In fact, God‘s word would come to pass in their days, so that they would become witnesses to the truth of 
God’s word. 

The second proverb was, “The vision that he sees is for many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.”  Again, this is 
discounting the truth and power of God’s word and the veracity of His prophet Ezekiel.  God also repudiates this proverb, and the 
LORD says that He will delay no longer, but He will perform all His word.  It almost seems to me as though the unbelief actually 
hastened the destruction of Jerusalem. 

What about in our day?  There are prophecies that are still  to come.  Do we believe that God will keep His word?  Or are we among 
the scoffers in  2 Peter 3:3-4?  

3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing,  following their own sinful desires. 

4  They will say, “Where is the promise of  his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 
from the beginning of creation.” 

Jesus is coming again.  We know the signs of the times.  When we get to chapters 37-39, we will be talking about the world today, 
and we will see how the word of God is playing out in our time. 
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Let’s read chapter 13 of Ezekiel verses 1 – 16.  (Read verses 1-16.) 

Chapter 13 is an extension of verse 24 in Chapter 12, that says, “there shall be no more any false vision or  
flattering divination within the house of Israel.”  Here Ezekiel prophesies to other prophets rather than to the 
people. 

In Chapter 13 the LORD takes up His case against the false prophets and prophetesses.   In the verses we just 
read, the LORD pronounces His judgement on the foolish prophets who speak out of their own spirit, but who 
have seen nothing. 

The LORD makes it clear that these so-called prophets are speaking things that the LORD has not spoken to 
them.  The LORD calls their prophecies lies and their predictions false. God is particularly angry with the false 
prophets because they have misled His people.  In those days a false prophet was supposed to be put to death. 

You can look at Jeremiah 5:13-14 and 29:21-23 to see what God was telling Ezekiel’s contemporary about false 
prophets.  You can also look at Deuteronomy 13:1-5, Deuteronomy 18:20-22, 1 Tim 4:1-2, and Revelation 13:14 
for other insight into true prophets, false prophets, and lying wonders.  Take a copy of the notes for these 
references. 

God says that because the prophets are liars and deceivers, the will not be counselling the people, they will not 
be written in the register of the house of Israel, and they will never again enter the land of Israel. 

The LORD also says that they lie by telling the people “Peace”, when there is and there will be no peace.  See 
Jer 8:11 where the Lord says the same thing through the prophet Jeremiah. The LORD then likens what the 
prophets are doing to using untempered mortar to build walls.  Untempered mortar is unsound, and hence the 
walls are unsound.  The LORD says he will send a deluge and great hail stones to destroy the walls that the 
prophets had joined together with unsound mortar.  This is really symbolic language to say that the LORD will 
destroy the lies and deceptions of the prophets, and the LORD will also destroy the prophets themselves. 

We are also called to be wary of false prophets.  If we see someone who is apparently able to do miracles, but 
does not give the glory to God, then we have a serious situation.  Remember that Satan will be doing miracles 
in the end times that will fool many.  1 John 4:1 says that we are called to try the spirits to see whether they 
are of God.    (next slide) 
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Let’s read chapter 13 of Ezekiel verses 17 – 23.  (Read verses 17-23.) 

This appears to be the only place in the Old Testament where the LORD speaks out against false 
prophetesses.  While there were no priestesses, there were women who were prophetesses.  These 
included Miriam in Exodus 15:20, Deborah in Judges 4, Huldah in 2 Kings 22:14, and Noadiah in 
Nehemiah 6:14.  You may also remember that there were prophetesses in the New Testament as well, 
such as Philips daughters in the book of Acts 21:8-9. 

The LORD tells Ezekiel to prophesy against the prophetesses, whose prophecies do not come from God. 
The LORD says that these prophetesses actually are hunting the souls of His people.  Again, the LORD is 
angry with the false prophetesses because they are lying to and deceiving His people, and they are 
causing the death of those who should live and keeping alive those who should die. 

There is some question regarding the translation of “magic bands” and “veils”.  The bands apparently 
were supposed to bestow some magic abilities, while the veils were part of some ritual.  The veils may 
have resembled the nets used for capturing birds.  Hence, the LORD says the women are hunting souls 
like birds. 

Because the false prophecies are harming His people, and the prophetesses are not speaking for the 
LORD, the LORD says He will come against the false prophetesses. 

God says that He will cause the false visions and divinations to cease.  And He says that He will deliver His  
people. 
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Let’s read chapter 14 of Ezekiel verses 1 – 11.  (Read verses 1-11.) 

Some of the elders of the exiles came to Ezekiel apparently to hear from the LORD.  However, the LORD 
did not feel kindly disposed towards these elders.  Why?  Because  they were idolaters, and their sins 
were a stumbling block to their relationship with the LORD. 

Where did the LORD say that their idols were located?  That’s right.  The idols were in their hearts!  We 
are to worship the LORD with all our heart, all our mind, and all our strength.  But these elders had given 
their hearts to false gods. 

Rather than say anything else to these men, the LORD directs Ezekiel to tell them to repent.  They are 
told to turn away from their idols and abominations. 

For any who do not repent, whether they are of Israel or strangers living with them, the LORD says that 
He will answer them Himself!  The LORD states he will cut off that person  from His people.  And if a false 
prophet is deceived in the message the prophets gives, then it is the LORD who deceived the prophet.  
And the LORD will destroy both the prophet and the inquirer of the Prophet. 

This may lead you to ask, “Does God use false prophets and then punish the prophets  and those who 
follow their false prophecies when the prophecies came from the LORD?”  In a word, YES. 

The LORD permits this when the person has continued already in disobedience.  The LORD will confirm 
them in their iniquity.  Think about Pharaoh.  After Pharaoh hardened his heart  repeatedly, then God 
hardened Pharoah’s heart so that the LORD’s judgement would be upon Pharaoh.   Probably the ultimate 
example of this is found in 2 Thess 2:8-12.  (Read 2 Thess 2:8-12)  That’s right, God use Satan to deceive 
and punish the whole world for the path they have already chosen. 
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Let’s read chapter 14 of Ezekiel verses 12 – 23.  (Read verses 12-23.) 

The LORD speaks once again to Ezekiel.  As we have heard before, the LORD intends to bring four severe 
judgments upon the people in Jerusalem and the rest of the land.  The LORD is doing this because the 
people have sinned and acted faithlessly. 

God says that He will send on Jerusalem His four disastrous acts  of judgment: sword, famine, wild 
beasts, and pestilence. 

What is even more severe, is that the LORD will not show His former mercy to the inhabitants. When the 
LORD sent the flood, He saved  Noah and Noah’s sons and their wives.  When the LORD destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, He rescued Lot and Lot’s daughters.  In Jerusalem’s case, the LORD says that even 
if Noah, Daniel, and Job were there, they would only save themselves and not their families. So, the 
LORD’s anger at the sins of Jerusalem is profound.  If you are interested in what qualified Noah, Daniel, 
and Job as righteous, then you can look at Genesis 6:9,18, Daniel 1:8, and Job 42:7-10. 

If you are a student of prophecy, you may have noticed something familiar about these four judgments.  
That is because  these are the same judgments that you find in the book of Revelation chapter 6.  This is 
where you find the four Horsemen of the Apocalypse.  The second, third, and fourth horsemen bring 
death by the sword (i.e. war), by famine, and by wild beasts and pestilence. The LORD continues  to use 
these  judgements on people and nations, 

Lastly, the LORD says He will preserve a remnant  so that they will testify of His righteousness in doing all 
that He intends to do. 

Questions?  Please read chapters 15, 16, and 17 for next time. 

Let’s pray. 
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