
Hello again!  For those who may be new, this is an interactive bible study.  So, feel free 
to ask questions or make comments as we go. 
 
Let’s pray. 
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In this lesson we will examine chapters 4 and 5 of the Book of Ezekiel.  In these two 
chapters we will study the first four symbolic portrayals or enactments that GOD orders 
Ezekiel to conduct before the Jewish exiles. 

In turn we will look at: 

Ezekiel making and acting against a model of Jerusalem, and we will see the 
significance of the portrayal.  We will also see the difficult demands that the LORD 
makes of Ezekiel during this enactment. 

Next, we will discuss the number of days of punishment and how the LORD tells Ezekiel 
to represent them.  We will also attempt to examine the controversy surrounding this 
section. 

We will then undertake a discussion of the famine that is coming to Jerusalem as a 
result of the coming siege. 

Lastly, we will examine the way in which the LORD says He will exact His wrath on Judah 
and Jerusalem. 
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We saw in chapters 1 through 3 that Ezekiel, a priest in exile in Babylon, was made a prophet 
by God.  God in a very dramatic way revealed Himself to Ezekiel and gave Ezekiel 5 
commissions.  Ezekiel saw visions of God and audibly heard the LORD’s commands. 

One of the commissions the LORD gave Ezekiel was to make Ezekiel a watchman for the Jewish 
exiles.  Ezekiel was obligated to warn the people whenever the LORD told Ezekiel to warn them.  
If Ezekiel failed to give a warning, then God would require their blood at Ezekiel’s hand.  You 
may refer to the notes from the last study for more detail.  Just remember that Ezekiel has a 
strong motive to warn his fellow exiles when God has a word for them. 

Also, we saw last time that Ezekiel was unable to speak unless God directed him to do so.  In 
fact Ezekiel was bound in his house.  However, we don’t know how long it was between the 
end of Chapter 3 and the LORD freeing Ezekiel for the events starting in Chapter 4. 

Ezekiel is in Babylon in the city of Tel-avib.  When we left Ezekiel last time, he was bound in his 
house, and he was mute except when the LORD gave him a word for the people. 

Starting with chapter 4 and continuing through chapter 24 we will hear God’s declaration of the 
fall of Judah and Jerusalem to Ezekiel and to the exiles.  We will see the causes for God’s wrath 
and how that wrath will be carried out. 
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As I stated earlier, we don’t know how long a time elapsed from Ezekiel being shut in his house 
until this first symbolic enactment.  It was probably not a long time, as the LORD was 
attempting to give a warning to the people.  So, it was probably still 593 B.C. or about five years 
before Nebuchadnezzar’s final siege of Jerusalem (which took 2 years) that led to their final 
defeat and Jerusalem’s destruction in 586 B.C.  

During this time Zedekiah was the king, who had been put in place by Nebuchadnezzar.  
Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who was tired of the rebellious nation, and he laid 
siege to Jerusalem.  Jeremiah at this time was a prophet in Jerusalem warming Zedekiah and 
the people what was to come, but they did not listen; just like they did not listen to Ezekiel. 

These judgements are predicted in Leviticus and Deuteronomy, and they are actually played 
out in Jeremiah and Lamentations. 

That final date for the destruction of the Temple is known as Tisha B'Av, or the 9th of Av, which 
is in the 5th Jewish month (i.e. July – August).  That is the date when Solomon’s Temple was 
destroyed in 586 B.C., and it is the date that Herod’s Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. as Jesus 
predicted in Luke 21:6. 

Now, because I think it is relevant to the times we live in, I will read Luke 21:5-36 from the ESV.  
(Read Luke 21:5-36) 

Ezekiel was a watchman in his time warning about God’s judgement that was soon to come.  
We are also watchmen who are called to warn of God’s judgement that is soon to come. 
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Now let’s read Chapter 4 verses 1 through 3.  (Read Ezek 4:1-3) 

Ezekiel is told to take a clay brick or tile and to engrave on it a map of the city of Jerusalem.  Tiles of this 
type were not larger than about a foot square.  Ezekiel would then have used dirt and sticks to  represent 
embankments, siege towers, and battering rams.  This would be a symbolic portrayal of the siege (or 
 .matsowr  in Hebrew) of the city of Jerusalem  מָצוֹר 

Remember that this is in fact what happens when Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to Jerusalem 5 years later 
than Ezekiel’s  portrayal.  So, with the advantage of hindsight we know that the prophesy came to pass. 

Next Ezekiel is to take an iron griddle or pan and place it between himself and the siege tableau.  

Why does God want Ezekiel to do this?   

Because in this depiction Ezekiel is in the place of God, whose face, like iron, is set against Jerusalem.  In 
fact, over 800 years earlier the LORD warned that this would be the result if the Jewish people turned to 
other Gods and to sin. See for example Lev 26:17: 

I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your enemies. Those who hate you 
shall rule over you, and you shall flee when none pursues you.  

And  Deut 31:17-18: 

17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my 
face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they 
will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us? 

18 And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they 
are turned unto other gods. 
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Now let’s read Chapter 4 verses 4 through 8.  (Read Ezek 4:4-8) 

In this section, the LORD tells Ezekiel that he, Ezekiel, is going to bear the punishment for Israel and Judah.  The 
LORD further says that Ezekiel will bear the punishment for a total of 430 days, which would represent 430 years.  
390 days would be allocated for Israel’s punishment, and 40 days would be allocated to Judah’s punishment.  
Ezekiel would actually suffer for the whole period .  He had to lie on his left side for 390 days, and then he had to 
lie on his right side for  40 days.   

Although it does not state it explicitly, it seems apparent that Ezekiel was not constrained to lie on his side  
24 hours a day.  Ezekiel most likely was on his side daily for a period of time, but the rest of the time he did other 
things, such as we will see in the next section. We don’t know how long each day Ezekiel had to lie on his side.  
However, while Ezekiel was on his side the LORD bound him so that he could not move.  

There is controversy regarding where the 430 years of punishment occurred.  I will present two theories in this 
study.  430 years would be familiar to the Jewish people as this is how long the Jewish people were in Egypt. 

I like to think of theory #1 as the round-off theory.  It assumes that the punishment is calculated for Israel from 
the split-off of the northern tribes in 931 B.C., even though they were not defeated by Assyria until 722 B.C.   As 
the exile ended in 539 B.C., this results in 392 years for Israel’s punishment, which is said to be rounded-off by 
Ezekiel to 390.  In Judah’s case,  their punishment is said to have been from the final defeat by Nebuchadnezzar in  
586 B.C. to 539 B.C., which results in 47 years for Judah’s punishment , which again is said to be rounded off by 
Ezekiel to 40 years.   

I have two issues with Theory #1.  First, God told Ezekiel how many years, that is 390 and 40.  So Ezekiel did not 
ignore God and round off anything.  Second, since when is God imprecise with His predictions? 

Theory #2 is quite complicated and requires a great deal of date gymnastics between the Jewish and Gregorian 
calendar.  I have no intention of attempting this in this study.  Essentially, this theory uses the verses in Leviticus 
that say that God will punish the Jewish people 7 times more, if they don’t heed the LORD’s  warnings.  It then 
adds the much greater number of years of punishment to either the start of the servitude of the nations, which 
started in 606 B.C. or to the start of the desolations of the Jews, which started in 587 B.C.  This results in ending 
years of 1948, when Israel became a nation, or 1967, when they recovered Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.  
This is of course very intriguing, but it requires many assumptions to get there.  (next slide) 
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During the time Ezekiel was lying on his side he was to face the siege tableau, and he was to prophesy 
against Jerusalem.  So the other exiles heard daily the LORD’s pronouncements against Jerusalem.  I am 
sure that Ezekiel must have been at the very least a curiosity to the other exiles.  However, I suspect that 
after awhile they just ignored “crazy Ezekiel”. 

Ezekiel was also to uncover his arm during his “siege” of the tableau.  This was representative of God’s 
baring His arm to take action against Jerusalem. This was God’s warning via Ezekiel.  Another example of 
this is found in Is 52:10. 

The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God.  Is 52:10   

As a side note, the word “salvation” in this passage in Isaiah is the Hebrew word yshuw`ah, which in 
English is Jesus.  So, you could read this as , “and all the ends of the earth shall see the Jesus of our God”. 

By the way, Ezekiel was giving warnings and a predictions that he and the people he was warning would 
only partially see fulfilled.  Ezekiel and the exiles with him would die in exile before the return to 
Jerusalem.  They would not see the events that are prophesied in chapters 34 through 48. 

Even as serving the LORD required difficulties for Ezekiel, the same may be true of us.  God’s call on our 
lives may involve tasks that seem tedious or that are not appreciated.  However, our reward is not on the 
earth.  Paul in 1 Cor 15:58 encourages us: 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 1 Cor 15:58 

(next slide) 
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Now let’s read Chapter 4 verses 9 through 17.  (Read Ezek 4:9-17) 

One of the activities that Ezekiel is to do, other than lying on his side, includes preparing bread for his food.  The 
LORD gives Ezekiel a formula that includes barley, beans, lentils, millet and emmer (i.e. spelt). Ezekiel is to put 
these into a single vessel, presumably to grind it into a flour from which Ezekiel is to make a cake to bake. 

Now at this point let me clear up a misconception that some people who read the King James sometimes have 
with this section.  In the King James, the LORD tells Ezekiel: 

12 And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. 

This does not mean to mix the dung into the bread!  It means to use the dung as a fuel source to cook the bread.  
Ezekiel in fact objects to the LORD regarding the use of the human dung as fuel as that violates the laws of purity 
such as Deut. 23:12-14.  The LORD then grants that Ezekiel may use cow dung for fuel.  Various types of dried 
animal dung have been used as fuel for thousands of years, in particular where other sources of fuel are scarce. 

Each day, Ezekiel is to eat this bread by specific weight  along with a specific measure of water.  Ezekiel is told to 
eat 20 shekels weight of bread or approximately 8 to 9 ounces.  He is also told to drink the sixth part of a hin 
(heen) or approximately one pint of water. 

The LORD is demonstrating through Ezekiel that famine will come to Jerusalem as a result of the siege.  The LORD 
says that the inhabitants of Jerusalem will subsist on starvation rations, which they will measure out carefully.  The 
siege and the famine will cause the inhabitants of Jerusalem anxiety and dismay.  And they will have to watch 
each other rot away with famine and stress.  This the LORD says is because of their punishment, which in Hebrew 
is avon’, which means moral evil.  So, it is because of their iniquity. 

One commentator said that in private, after the public display, Ezekiel was allowed to eat normally.  However, I 
don’t see this in the text.  So, it appears to me that this is just conjecture.  The LORD said that Ezekiel was to bear 
their punishment, and so it seems he did. 
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Now let’s read the last of the symbolic enactments that we are studying today.  This is found in Chapter 5 of 
Ezekiel.  (Read Ezek 5) 

If you don’t find that narrative chilling, then I probably already put you to sleep.  Imagine hearing this from 
Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel is told to take a sword and shave his head and his beard.  This would have been a very shameful thing for 
Ezekiel the priest. He is then to take a balance and carefully divide the hair into thirds. 

When the 430 days of his “siege” are ended, Ezekiel is told to burn one third of the hair in the midst of his 
depiction of Jerusalem.  One third of the hair Ezekiel is to spread around the city and to strike it all around with 
the sword.  The final third Ezekiel is told to scatter to the wind, and the LORD will send a sword after them. 

The LORD tells Ezekiel to take a small number of hairs from the final third and to bind them in his robe.  Ezekiel is 
then to take some of the hairs he has just bound in his robe and throw them into the fire. 

God then tells us the meaning of Ezekiel’s actions.  But first, the LORD, through Ezekiel, rebukes the Jewish people  
and the city of Jerusalem.  The Lord says that He had set Jerusalem in the center of the nations.  They were to be 
His witnesses and to show the character of the LORD by following His rules and statutes. 

However, the LORD says that the Jewish people and Jerusalem are worse than the iniquity of the surrounding 
nations. And because of the extent of their abominations, the LORD says that He will execute His judgements so 
the surrounding nations can see.  And this judgement will not be like any the LORD has ever done or will do again. 

The LORD says that there will be cannibalism in Jerusalem due to the famine, and any who survive He will scatter 
to the winds and then send a sword after them.  

Then , because of they have defiled the LORD’s sanctuary with detestable things and abominations, the LORD will 
withdraw His presence from the Temple and from the people, and He will not spare or show pity.   
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The LORD then continues through Ezekiel to explain what will occur when the Siege 
ends and Nebuchadnezzar takes the city of Jerusalem.  Read Jeremiah and 
Lamentations, if you want to verify what the LORD says. 

The LORD says that ⅓  will die of famine and pestilence, ⅓  will die by the sword in the 
revenge of the Babylonian soldiers for the long siege, and ⅓ will be chased unto death 
by the Babylonians, the other surrounding nations, and even wild beasts. 

Jerusalem, which was supposed to be an example of a people governed by God, will 
then become an example of God’s judgement upon nations that reject God and do 
abominable things.  The LORD says He will spend His fury upon them. 

Note that the LORD does intend to save a remnant of the people.  These are 
represented by the hairs bound in the robe.  However, even some that are saved will be 
destroyed, because they rebel against God’s words to the prophet Jeremiah in  
Jer 40-44. 

In case they may feel that the LORD is not serious, God stamps the prophesy twice with 
the words, “I am the LORD; I have spoken.”  There is nothing more certain in the 
universe than when the LORD speaks. 

All of these horrors will and did come to pass! 

(next slide) 
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Now, you may be asking yourself why God was saying and planning to do all these 
things?  After all, the exiles had already been taken from Jerusalem, and they couldn’t 
do anything to prevent the siege. 

We will see later that the LORD plans to restore Israel.  Warning the people gives them 
a a chance to repent.  It will also burn into their hearts the consequences they have 
brought upon themselves through idolatry and their abominations.  They will know 
absolutely that the LORD reigns in Heaven and in the affairs of man.  And they will 
teach it from generation to generation, even as the Jewish people do today. 

This was also a lesson to the surrounding nations that the LORD would destroy even His 
own people if they sinned against Him.  The burned and destroyed city of Jerusalem 
would stand as a stark memorial and warning for 70 years. 

The LORD was also warning us that He is a jealous God, and we are to have no other 
gods before Him.  There is still a very severe penalty for those who reject the living God 
and His Son Jesus Christ.  That is why we are to warn them just as God through Ezekiel 
warned the exiles. 

Questions? 

Let’s pray. 
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